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About MAFAP
The Monitoring and Analysing Food and Agricultural Policies (MAFAP) 
programme is a leading policy support initiative at FAO that works 
with countries in Africa to strategically prioritize, reform and implement 
policies on food and agriculture. 

By monitoring and analysing public budgets and trade and market policies, 
MAFAP guides governments to repurpose their agricultural support to 
accelerate the transformation of agrifood systems. It also collaborates with 
policymakers to identify priorities for policy and investment reforms in key 
commodity value chains, and supports with implementating policy changes 
so that agrifood systems can deliver affordable healthy diets to all and 
inclusive markets for farmers.
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Under the 2030 Agenda and FAO’s 
Strategic Framework 2022–2031 for 

Better production, Better nutrition, a Better 
environment and a Better life, leaving no 

one behind, MAFAP works on the following 
Programme Priority Areas (PPAs): 

• Burkina Faso
• Ethiopia
• Ghana
• Kenya
• Mozambique
• Nigeria
• Rwanda
• Uganda

And collaborates with Bangladesh, Benin, Malawi, Mali, 
Senegal, United Republic of Tanzania and Zimbabwe.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this/these 
map(s) do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 
of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of 
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. 
Dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may 
not yet be full agreement. Final boundary between the Sudan and South Sudan 
has not yet been determined.
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WHERE WE WORK OUR GOAL

Since 2015, MAFAP has helped bring about more than 20 policy reforms 
on food and agriculture policies across sub-Saharan Africa.



What we do

MAFAP works with governments to determine if their budgets on food and agriculture 
are well spent to ensure food security and nutrition, boost economic growth and speed 
up inclusive agricultural transformation.

Through a deep public expenditure analysis, we can pinpoint areas that are 
underinvested or have higher returns on investment. This can also help to identify 
budget bottlenecks and ensure budgets are better aligned to national development 
objectives and policies.

MAFAP helps governments to better understand how their policies affect the prices of 
commodities or products along the value chain by assessing price incentives indicators 
at producer, wholesale and retail stages.

This kind of economic analysis can help countries to boost production and ensure food 
security by helping farmers and traders to be “incentivized” to produce and trade an 
agricultural commodity or product and fetch fairer prices.

MAFAP supports governments with their current food and 
agricultural policies and investment in the sector.

We work on a range of policy improvements and then 
prioritize them to identify the best means for the  
country to invest in inclusive agricultural transformation.

Did you know?
MAFAP also uses  

advanced economy-wide 
modelling for policy 

prioritisation analysis  
and recommendations. 

SPEND AND INVEST BETTER ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

ADVISE ON PUBLIC POLICY AND INVESTMENT PRIORITIZATION

UNDERSTAND IF FARMERS AND TRADERS ARE INCENTIVIZED TO PRODUCE AND TRADE
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MAFAP works alongside governments to analyse the impact that policy reform would have 
on generating employment, ensuring food security and nutrition, and reducing poverty.   

We engage and partner with governments and stakeholders, such as farmers and 
agribusiness representatives, research organizations, civil society and development 
partners, throughout the policy cycle – from agenda setting, through analysis of 
policy options, to policy adoption. 

Once the policy has been adopted, MAFAP provides technical support to governments 
for the policy implementation phase. We help them to prioritize the allocation of the 
right resources to where these are most cost-effective, to evaluate the effects of the 
new policy, as well as advise on good governance.

Data analytics on 
government spending 
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implementation

MAFAP

The Monitoring and Analysing Food and Agricultural 
Policies (MAFAP) programme sits within the 
Agrifood Economics Division at the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO).  
It is funded by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

#MAFAP
Find out more: www.fao.org/in-action/mafap
Contact us: mafap@fao.org 

MAFAP SPECIALIZES IN

HELP GOVERNMENTS TO IMPLEMENT THE REFORMED POLICY 

ASSESS THE IMPACTS OF POLICY REFORM OPTIONS

GUIDE THE PUBLIC POLICY REFORM PROCESS TO ADOPTION

Some rights reserved. This work is available  
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence ©
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